
Rtn. Nandini Sampat: 

First, let me say it is our absolute pleasure 
at the Rotary Club of Bombay to welcome 
you both this afternoon for a thoughtful and 
forward-looking conversation that explores 
the possibilities that emerge when heritage and 
development are not at odds, but in meaningful 
dialogue. 

To set this panel off, a bit of background: by 
2050, Mumbai is projected to become home to 
over 40 million people, driven largely by the 
steady migration of those seeking opportunity 
in the city. This demographic surge will 
dramatically alter the urban landscape, expand 
the built environment, shrink open spaces and 
wetlands, and place unprecedented pressure on 
housing, transport, and civic infrastructure. 

At the same time, it opens up opportunities to 
rethink how we grow — to catalyse economic 
dynamism, create more inclusive urban systems, 
and build a resilient city for future generations. 
Yet, amidst this transformation, Mumbai’s soul 
— its historic architecture, cultural traditions, 

and richly layered neighbourhoods — must 
not be lost. From colonial-era institutions and 
industrial precincts to chawls, markets, and 
cosmopolitan ethos, the city’s heritage is not a 
burden, but a foundation. 

The question before us is not whether we grow, 
but how we grow. Can we design a future that 
safeguards our past? Today, we are privileged 
to have two exceptional minds with us — one 
who understands the city through the lens of its 
past, and the other who is actively shaping its 
future. Welcome, Dr. Kamat and Mr. Srinivas. 

I’ll start with a question for both of you. It’s 
a combined question. Migration has always 
shaped Mumbai. As we look towards 2050, 
how do you both see the city’s character 
evolving with another major demographic 
shift? As the city prepares to absorb these 
millions of people, what must we preserve, 
and what must we anticipate? 

Dr. Manjiri Kamat: 

Thank you very much for having me here, and 
congratulations to the Rotary Club, which is 
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COMING UP
Aug 5th, Tuesday Meeting

Dr. Tarang Gianchandani, Group 
CEO, Health care Initiatives and 
CEO, Sir H.N. Reliance Foundation 
Hospital in conversation with  
Rtn. Dr. Aashish Contractor.

 Aug 8th, 7 pm

Parsi Nite @ Allbless Baug.

Aug 10th, 9 am

Table tennis fellowship @ 
YMCA, Colaba 

Aug 12th, Tuesday Meeting

Sanjiv Bajaj, Chairman & 
Managing Director of Bajaj Finserv 
in conversation with PP Vineet 
Bhatnagar

Aug 14th, 4.30 pm

Lighthouse: Independence day 
celebration, details inside. 

MR. S.V.R. SRINIVAS, DHARAVI 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
CEO, IAS, AND DR. MANJIRI 
KAMAT, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, 
UNIVERSITY OF MUMBAI, IN 
CONVERSATION WITH  
RTN. NANDINI SAMPAT ON 
PROGRESS WITH PURPOSE: 
BALANCING MUMBAI’S RICH 
HERITAGE WITH A SUSTAINABLE 
FUTURE



celebrating its 96th year. 

Mumbai has been a city of migrants right from early times. If one 
looks at the subsequent censuses during the colonial period, we see 
these bursts of growth at certain intervals. So, this isn’t the first 
time we are facing the challenge of migration — and space has 
always been limited, which remains a reality even today. 

How we prepare for it, and what lessons we can draw from the past, 
is the question. Historically, with every major spurt of migration or 
crisis, there have been developments in policymaking. For example, 
after the bubonic plague at the end of the 19th century, the Bombay 
City Improvement Trust was formed. It focused on affordable 
housing for the poor, road widening, and East–West thoroughfares 
— just to name a few initiatives. 

After World War I, the city saw a tremendous influx of migrants 
due to job opportunities in the cotton mills. At that time, the 
Government of Bombay took the lead in starting the Bombay 
Development Directorate, which planned housing projects — what 
later became the BDD chawls — and housing for the police. There 
was also an effort to encourage people to move northwards due to 
congestion in the island city. 

Post-World War II, there was a major influx of refugees due to 
Partition, which again necessitated a rehabilitation plan. So, this is 
not new, and since Independence, we’ve seen a continuous increase 
in population. 

What’s needed now is for the government and various policymaking 
bodies in the city to come together and coordinate. For instance, 
Charles Correa’s plan for Navi Mumbai aimed to reduce congestion in 
South Mumbai by promoting industrial and residential development 
across the harbour. But even today, congestion persists, and that 
vision hasn’t fully materialised. 

We had another golden opportunity during deindustrialisation, 
when mill lands became available. There were struggles by mill 
workers. Correa’s plan reserved some land for open spaces, some 
for affordable housing, and the rest for profitable redevelopment — 
but unfortunately, that too did not materialise. 

So, the lesson for us today is to think holistically: Who are we 
planning for? Indiscriminate redevelopment — bulldozing the 
city’s fabric to build towers — is not the solution. The way forward 
is to plan collaboratively, as has been done in the past, so the city 
can cope with the pressures of migration. 

Mr. S.V.R. Srinivas: 

Good afternoon to all of you, and thank you, Nandini, for your kind 
introduction. I’m happy to be sharing this stage with a historian, 
because Mumbai’s story begins with history — it was given as 
dowry to Catherine of Braganza by the Portuguese, valued at 1,000 
pounds. That was the “net worth” of Mumbai at the time. Today, of 
course, we think of it in terms of five-star hotels, but that was their 
valuation then. 

Coming to the current context, migration is an inexorable 
phenomenon, with its own internal logic. We have an empirical 
example in China, where attempts were made to stop migration 
under Chairman Mao, but they failed miserably. 

Migration is inevitable. It happens at the rate of 250 families 
per day. By the time we finish this session, 20 families will have 
settled on Mumbai’s footpaths or in slums. Mumbai is uniquely 
distinguished by having an institution called the ‘slumlord’ under 

the Act, officially recognised. It is the only city in India where this 
is the case. 

So, what is to be done? 

As Dr. Kamat rightly mentioned, we can’t just bulldoze our way 
into the future. Contextualisation is critical when approaching 
development. One solution I’ve long supported — but which has yet 
to materialise — is affordable rental housing for migrants. 

Globally, cities like London and Singapore have robust rental 
housing systems for migrants, managed not by governments but by 
Section 8 companies. This should be implemented here. It would 
help ensure that the city remains liveable while also supporting 
economic growth. 

Cities are engines of economic growth — urban areas today 
generate 60–70% of GDP. 70% of electricity consumption and 
product consumption happens in cities. Look at infrastructure — 
bullet trains, airports — all are focused on cities, not rural towns. 

So, migration cannot be stopped. We need to manage it. Regarding 
the earlier question on high-rises, there is indeed a serious academic 
debate. Many planners and architects argue that high-rises are a 
necessary solution for megacities. Books have been written by 
senior scholars on this subject. 

A similar debate occurred in mid-20th-century New York, between.. 
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Rtn. Sushil Jalan was recently honoured at the Members Nite on 
March 9th, 2025 for completing 50 remarkable years of service to 
the Rotary Club of Bombay. Having joined RCB on July 22nd, 1969, 
he has been a dedicated Rotarian through the decades. However, 
due to health reasons he could not attend the Members Nite and be 
recognised in person. 

On the occasion of his birthday, celebrated on July 23rd, on behalf of 
the Club and IPP Satyan Israni, Executive Secretary Rashmi Kotian 
visited him personally and presented him with a commemorative 
badge and a silver coin to mark this milestone. The Club proudly 
recognises and celebrates his unwavering commitment and 
contribution to the Rotary community.

Honouring 50 Years of Service: Rtn. Sushil Jalan



TUESDAY MEETINGS AT ROTARY CLUB OF BOMBAY

Rtn. Robin Fernandes, President Bimal  
Mehta, Rtn. Zaheer Memon and  
Jt. Hon. Secy. Rhea Bhumgara

Rotarians Gautam Doshi, Nikhil Bhatia  
and Akhil Sanghi

Rtn. Ptn. Niki Sanghi, PP Arun Sanghi, First  
Lady Aradhana Mehta, Rtn. Dr. Vandana 

Bulchandani, Rtn. Anjani Rawat

Guest Jagdish Chadha, Rtn. Mudit Jain,  
and Rtn. Farrokh Balsara

Rtn. Hormusji Cama, First Lady Aradhana  
Mehta, Rtn. Dr. Viraj Sanghi

Rotarians Dr. Viraj Sanghi, Rtn. Zaheer Memon 
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Rotarians Amee Tanna, Rina Deora  
and Nandini Sampat

Rtn. Hiren Kara, Rtn. Hormusji Cama,  
and Rtn. Jagdish Malkani

Rtn. Rina Deora, guest speaker Mr. S.V.R. Srinivas, Rtn. Ptn. Malti Jain,  
Rtn. Rajyalakshmi Rao Meka and Kunti Oza

Jt. Hon. Secy. Rhea Bhumgara, PP Framroze  
Mehta and guest Sanghamitra Chatterjee

Rotarians Rina Deora, Pulin Shroff and  
Dinesh Daftary

Rtn. Mudit Jain, guest Suhani Mendosa,  
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On July 18th, the Ananda Yaan centre 
in Mazgaon, part of the Rotary Club of 
Bombay’s renowned Elder Day Care 
Programme, hosted a heartwarming 
musical evening for underprivileged senior 
citizens. Fifteen musically gifted and 
socially conscious professionals from a 
prominent corporate house performed with 
great enthusiasm, filling the air with joy and 
soulful melodies.

The elders responded with equal fervour, 
clapping and singing along, their faces lit up 
with happiness. It was a perfect example of 
how meaningful corporate involvement and 
community welfare initiatives can come 
together to create a lasting impact. The 
evening also included a thoughtful birthday 
video message recorded for Rtn. Ptn. Ekta 
Shah. 

Rtn. Charu Agarwal, Co-chair of Ananda 
Yaan, kindly arranged refreshments for 
all attendees, while PP Ramesh Narayan 
provided gifts for the performers.

Sincere thanks to everyone who helped 
make this uplifting event truly special for 
our elders.

A Melodious Evening at Ananda Yaan

Rtn. Christopher Bluemel exchanging flags at the 
Rotary Club of Göttingen, District 1800

Rtn. Roshan Poncha from the Rotary Club of Madras 
exchanges flags with President Bimal Mehta at the 

Tuesday meeting

Strengthening Bonds: Flag Exchange with RCB



On Friday, July 18th, Mrs. Kunti Oza, founder of The Clean Mumbai 
Foundation, visited Bharda New High School and Junior College to engage 

students on the importance of recycling and environmental 
responsibility.

Addressing an attentive audience, Mrs. Oza spoke about 
the significance of collecting milk bags and plastic bags, 
and explained the recycling process in simple, relatable 

terms. She highlighted how young citizens can play 
a powerful role in maintaining cleanliness in their 
surroundings and spreading awareness within 
their communities.

Mrs. Oza also commended the school for 
its impressive efforts in the previous year, 
where students had collected a large quantity 

of milk bags for recycling. Encouraged by her 
praise, students expressed renewed enthusiasm and 

confidence in surpassing their past contributions.

Her inspiring words left a lasting impact, motivating the students to take 
ownership of their environment and continue making a positive difference.

Bharda’s Interact Club Powers Plastic Recycling

An Evening of Fellowship and Flavour

On July 18th, Rtn. Akhil Sanghi and Rtn. Ptn. Madhavi 
graciously hosted a Rotary Assimilation Dinner at their 
residence, welcoming around 40 Rotarians along with 
their spouses.

The evening was filled with warmth, camaraderie, and 
lively conversation. True to the Rotary spirit of “fellowship 
through service,” members shared experiences, ideas, and 
personal stories that reflected the Club’s enduring values.

New members had the valuable opportunity to engage 
with senior Rotarians, gaining insight into the Club’s 

legacy, values, and the wide array of ongoing committees 
and community projects.

Over a delightful spread of home-cooked food and drinks, 
conversations flowed freely, creating a relaxed and 
inviting atmosphere.

The gathering concluded with laughter, smiles, and a 
renewed sense of unity, strengthening the bonds among 
members and reaffirming the spirit that defines the Rotary 
Club of Bombay.



On July 23rd, students from Bhavishya 
Yaan’s NMJ school, Std 7 to 10 participated 
in a day filled with awareness, creativity, 
and personal growth. For Std 9 and 10 
students, a special session on mobile 
addiction shed light on the silent but 
significant ways in which excessive phone 
usage robs individuals of their most valuable 
resource—time. 

The session encouraged students to reflect 
on the importance of time management, 
discipline, and mindful use of technology. 
The core message resonated deeply: Be 
the master of your time, not a slave to your 
mobile.

Simultaneously, a dynamic drawing 
competition was held for Std 7 and 8 
students on the theme “How to Be a 
Responsible Citizen.” Divided into seven 
groups, students worked together to create 
compelling visuals that reflected civic 
awareness and social values. Through 
teamwork and imagination, they highlighted 
vital messages such as:

• Dispose of garbage responsibly
• Save water, trees, and protect 
animals
• Follow traffic rules and reuse 
plastic

• Promote environmental care and 
communal harmony
• Show respect to elders and all 
religions

The competition not only brought out the 
students’ artistic talents but also instilled 
important values of cooperation, social 
responsibility, and active citizenship.

It was a truly enriching experience to see 
these young learners grasp essential life 
lessons through both introspection and 
artistic expression. The day served as a 
meaningful reminder that education is not 
just about academics, but about shaping 
thoughtful, responsible individuals.

Time, Responsibility and Creativity Shine at Bhavishya Yaan





The Rotary Club of Bombay continues its meaningful commitment 
to community service through the Elder Care Centre situated in 
the Awas School Complex. This centre, established years ago 
through the initiative of PP Ramesh Narayan and PP Ashish Vaid, 
remains a vital space for senior citizens from Awas and Dhokawade 
villages. Under the watchful care of Vidya—the devoted caretaker 
and cook—the centre offers breakfast and a peaceful environment 
where the elderly gather to read the daily Marathi newspaper and 
relax in comfortable wooden armchairs.

Recently, Rtn. Pilloo and Rtn. Ptn. Cyrus visited the centre to 
spend quality time with the senior citizens. Conversing fluently in 
Marathi, they engaged warmly with the elders and enquired about 
essential local facilities such as water supply, electricity, sewage 
systems, road conditions, and transport services. Their genuine 

interest and interaction made the visit especially meaningful.

The duo also brought joy to the gathering by distributing thoughtful 
gifts, including sun P-caps, biscuits, Smoodh drinks, and other 
takeaway items. They enjoyed breakfast and tea alongside the 
residents, making the morning both heartwarming and memorable.

Rtn. Pilloo and Rtn. Ptn. Cyrus Aga further encouraged other 
Rotarians and RCB members residing in Alibaug to visit the centre 
and actively participate in this commendable initiative. Their visit 
exemplified the spirit of service that RCB upholds.

With gratitude, Rtn. Pilloo Aga also expressed thanks for being 
appointed Vice Chairperson for the Elder Care Centre—a role she 
embraces with dedication and honour.

Compassion in Action for Elder Care in Awas, Alibaug



Join Us for
Independence Day 

Celebrate Freedom and Unity

August 14th
LIGHTHOUSE  4.30 PM 

Venue: Lighthouse, Opposite
Bayroute, Gate No. 3, Ground Floor,

Bhai Bhandarkar, Machhimar Nagar,
Captain Prakash Pethe Marg,

Badhwar Park, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai
- 400005



The NSC in South Mumbai, jointly 
operated by the Bombay YMCA 
and the Rotary Club of Bombay, 
accommodates over 650 children. 
Its primary objective is to offer 
students a conducive environment 
for focused learning throughout 
their academic journey. The 
facility aims to provide a nurturing 
atmosphere for students to study 
under the mentorship of teachers, 
fostering a sense of community 
and support.

The Rotary Club of Bombay 
launched a commendable initiative 
to support the health and academic 
performance of Night Study 
Centre students by implementing a 
nutritional supplement programme. 
Approximately 600 students 
have already benefited from this 
programme. Additionally, the 
initiative extends its positive 
impact to women belonging 
to a Self-Help Group (SHG), 
empowering them through this 
holistic approach. At the centres, 
we provide an evening snack and 
a tutor to guide the students with 
their homework. These centres 
are set up near their homes and 
localities. 

Apart from the NSC classes, a get-
together programme is organised 
for the students. This serves as 
a platform where students have 
the opportunity to interact with 
others from different backgrounds 
and mindsets. In this get-together, 
students also get the chance to 
showcase their talents and skills.

On Wednesday, July 23rd, the Night 
Study Centre committee organised 
a visit to the Prabhadevi Centre 
near Century Bhavan, creating 
a unique opportunity to interact 
with students and make a positive 
impact on their educational 
journey. The visit was attended 
by President Bimal Mehta,  
Hon. Secretary Rtn. Farhat Jamal, 
NSC Chairperson Rtn. Jamshyd 
Vazifdar, Rtn. Ptn. Niloufer 
Vazifdar, Satellite Members 
Rtn. Dev Shah and Rtn. Rishabh 
Makhija. Mr. Allen Kotian,  

Night Study Centre Visit: Inspiring Educational Experience



Hon. Secretary of YMCA, along with his 
team, were also present.

During the visit, we had the privilege of 
distributing study kits to the students, 
conducting a storytelling session, and 
providing them with a small snack box to 
keep their energy levels up.

One of the highlights of the visit was listening 
to three students share their inspiring 
educational journeys with the Night Study 
Centre. Hartej Gali, a dedicated learner, is 
currently studying German and Japanese, 
showcasing his commitment to exploring 
new languages and cultures. Aryan Kanse, 
on the other hand, has delved into the world 
of Vedic Maths, impressing us all with 
his ability to solve complex mathematical 
problems with ease. In addition to the 

engaging activities and insightful speeches, 
we were thrilled to distribute stationery kits 
to the students, ensuring that they have the 
necessary tools to excel in their studies. 
These study kits are a small gesture of our 
commitment to supporting and empowering 
students in their educational pursuits.

It was heart-warming to see so many talented 
and intelligent students at the Prabhadevi 
Centre taking full advantage of the 
opportunities presented to them. Through 
initiatives like the Night Study Centre visit, 
we aim to foster a culture of continuous 
learning and growth, empowering students 
to reach their full potential and achieve their 
academic goals.

The visit to the Prabhadevi Centre was a 
testament to the transformative power of 

education and the profound impact that 
dedicated individuals and organisations 
can have on shaping the future of young 
learners. By providing students with the 
resources, support, and encouragement 
they need to thrive, the Night Study Centre 
is helping to create a brighter and more 
promising tomorrow for all.

The visit was a truly enriching and 
inspiring experience for both students and 
Rotarians alike. As we continue to support 
and empower young learners on their 
educational journey, we are reminded of the 
boundless potential and talent that exists 
within each and every student. Through 
initiatives like this visit, we are honoured to 
play a small but significant role in shaping 
the future of education and creating a 
brighter tomorrow for all.
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Dr. Tarang Gianchandani is the Group 
CEO, Health care Initiatives and CEO, 
Sir H.N. Reliance Foundation Hospital 
and Research Centre. An orthopaedic 
surgeon and MBA in Healthcare 
Management from the National 
University of Singapore, she brings 

over 25 years of experience in hospital administration across India and Singapore. 
A graduate of Lady Hardinge Medical College, she has held key roles in both public 
and private healthcare sectors, including at Changi General Hospital and with 
Singapore’s Ministry of Health. Widely awarded for leadership, including honours 
from Businessworld, Financial Express, and Newsweek, she remains committed to 
patient-centric care, sustainable systems, and healthcare excellence.


